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1. FAMILY AND CHILDHOOD

I come from a small town ‘vuyyuru’ ' (40 kilometers from the sea,
Bay of Bengal) in the state of Andhra Pradesh in south India. From my father’s
side, we are third generation Christians and from mother’s side, we are fourth
generation Christians. Both of my parents were teachers in a Christian mission-
boarding school), which was started by missionaries from the Baptist church in
Canada. They accepted Jesus Christ as their personal savior, after repenting for
their sins. | am the eldest child of the family, with two younger brothers and two
younger sisters. As a child, 1 used to believe that God was loving but, He was
very strict when punishing us for our wrong doings. | used to attend the church
to avoid God’s punishment for not doing so!

My mother was a strict disciplinarian. She taught us many stories
from the Bible-and many gospel songs; she also taught us how to pray. At the
age of nine, | completed reading the Bible once. As I was growing, I started
telling lies, and hiding many things to my parents. I was enjoying the bad
company of friends without the knowledge of my parents.

*God once spared my life at the age of eight, when 1 accidentally
fell into a stream of water in front of our house, when my mother rescued me and
did the first aid. A week after this accident, I suffered from ‘smallpox’, when, for
about a month, | had suffered from sores all over my body. It was difficult for
me at that time, even to lie on my bed. During that time, I could not mingle with
other children and I felt quite secluded. Then, many servants of God visited and
prayed for me and God healed me completely.

Due to some satanic attacks in our family, my father left his
teaching job and went to do some commercial business. During that time, | had
to stay at my relatives’ place and I completely lost the habit of my daily prayers
and Bible reading. I eventually lost the fear of God. After some time, my father
left his business to again switch back to his teaching position. So, I joined my
family again back in Vuyyuru.

' At the age of thirteen, | was sent to a Christian boarding school for
my studies in Machilipatnam " (a much bigger town, about 40 kilometers from
my hometown). We used to have regular morning and evening devotions there.
We also used to attend church services twice on Sundays - with one service held
in my mother tongue (Telugu), and the other, in English. Even during the Church
service time, | used to allow bad thoughts into my mind, as 1 was influenced by
secretly going to bad movies and by having bad friendships.

Since 1 could not pass my exam in the final year of the school in
my first attempt, | had to stay in my hometown during the following year, so as
to take my next attempt of exams, at the end of the following year. There in
Vuyyuru, 1 was attending a Christian fellowship run by one of my
schoolteachers, for prayer and worship. He used to teach the word of God very
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clearly. One Friday, we attended a fasting prayer service in the evening, and after
sharing the word of God and finishing the service, the preacher asked me to go
to a corner of the room and confess all my sins in prayer and ask for God’s
forgiveness. At that time, | felt relieved of the burden of my sins and | had peacg
of mind. The next morning, | confessed my evil doings to my parents and asked
for their forgiveness and asked Jesus Christ to be my personal savicr. Soon
afterwards, Satan started putting doubts into my mind and so, sometimes | used
to doubt if | was really saved! So, | was filled with Jjoy and suspicion, one after
the other, and I was a bit frustrated. -

2. COLLEGE LIFE

After passing my school final exam, I again went to Machilipatnam
for my college studics. I chose to study Mathematics and Science during my
bachelor’s degree course, in a Christian college (Nobel college) there. 1 was
living in a students” residence home (Clarke hostel) and there, we used to have
morning and cvening devations. ‘

While | was in Machilipatnam, | started attending a fellowship. for
prayer and worship, run by Brother Abel. Brother Abel was a dedicated and
humble man of God. When he was preaching, one day. the spirit of God
prompted me to realize my great spiritual need and 1 started repenting for my
evil nature and asked for God’s forgiveness. Later, 1 started setting my
conscience right, both with God and man. Then, the spirit of God started to
speak to my heart and lead me into a new experience.

3. MARRIAGE

After | completed my college education, | got a teaching position in
a CHristian high school in a place called ‘Amalapuram’ " in my home state in
India, where, about five hundred orphans and poor children were studying. After
two years of working there, | started praying about my marriage and for God’s
guidance in the matter. One morning, in my devotion, | unexpectedly thanked the
Lord for giving Rajamani as my life-partner. Rajamani was also attending the
same fellowship in Machifipatnam, where 1 used to, but 1 never thought much
about her to be my life partner at that time. 1 simply did not know, why that
morning | suddenly thanked the Lord like that! But God gave me an assurance in
my heart that He was going to join us in wedlock. After a few weeks. my father
wrote a letter to me asking, if I could consider Rajamani to be my hite-partner!
Brother Abel also wrote a similar letter to me. So, | confirmed for myself, that
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this was God’s will and | replied both of them positively. Later, though so many
problems came, God’s will was finally fulfilled in my life.

Rajamani also got a teaching position in the same school in
Amalapuram, where 1 was working. We both were earning good income-and
tiving a comfortable life there. 1 was participating in different Christian
ministries in and around Amalapuram; but somehow | was not fully satisfied-
with my life and felt that | was missing something, somewhere!

4. _THI BEGINNING OF GOD'S WORKING ON ME FOR HIS SERVICE

One day. my mother wrote a letter to me. in which she said. “Son,
when you were in my womb, the missionary doctors said that 1 should not go to
my nalive place for my delivery. but stay in the hospital. as they felt that my
delivery might become critical! But, | teft for my native place and prayed to God
that if He would give me an easy delivery. [ would dedicate my child to His
ministry! Then, God answered my prayer and gave me an easy delivery. From
that time onward. | was bringing you up with a desire that one-day you should do
His ministry! Now | am getting older and have some health concerns too because
of my age and 1 don’t know when 1 will be called to cternal home: but I wanted
to tell you that you arc a dedicated child of God who has to do God's ministry!”
As I read the letter, tears rolled down my eyes and | had a desire to do God’s
ministry; but 1 did not know where and how 1 should start! Should I take tracts
and distribute or, go to the streets and preach the gospel - was my question of
concern!

During that time. around October 1985, in *Amalapuram’, where |
was working. some pastors’ meetings were held and [ started attending the
meetings regularly in the evenings. Two young men from the United States came
to share the word of God during those meetings. While they were preaching,
somehow 1 felt that they were preaching only to the need of my heart! 1 started
understanding my self-centered nature, and asked God for His forgiveness. | also
dedicated my life to Him. During the last meeting. the two young preachers
asked cveryone to dedicate his or her life to God, and asked those, who really
dedicated their lives to God, to lift up their hands! | was by nature, a shy person
and never liked to lift my hand in a public meeting, but on that day. I lifted up
my right hand without any hesitation! [ felt like getting special strength even as 1
was doing it and | went home as a special person, realizing that I fully dedicated
my life to God - voluntarily! 1 became a bonded slave to Jesus Christ, willingly
and happily! Praise God! | then started asking the Lord, “God 1 dedicated my lifc
to you completely and 1 want to do your ministry, so please call me to your
vineyard!”







